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To  the  Bideford  Borough  Council 


Public  Health  Department, 
8,  Cooper  Street, 
Bideford. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

It  will  be  recalled  that  Dr.  H.  Mervyn  Thomas  resigned  his  post 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  May,  1965,  and  I therefore  have  the 
honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  that  year.  The  vital 
statistics  etc.  are  included  without  comment. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all  members  and 
officials  of  the  Corporation  and  the  staff  in  my  office  for  their  help 
and  consideration. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  T.  NETTING. 


December,  1966. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

Area  in  Acres  4,068 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mid-Year  Estimate)  10,830' 

Population  at  1961  Census  10,265 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1-4-1965)  £320,046 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (Year  1965/66)  £l,299-17-7d. 

General  Rate  per  £ for  Year  1965/66  11-Od. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (as  at  1-4-65)  ....  3,336 

Number  of  Corporation  Houses  (as  at  31-12-65)  ....  640 

Density  of  Persons  per  House  3.25 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Births  : Area  Comparability  Factor  1.13 

Deaths  : Area  Comparability  Factor 0.70 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 


Number  163 

Rate  per  1,000  population  15.05 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  adjusted  by  Comp. 

Factor  17.00 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  Total  Live  Births  5.52 

Stillbirths 

Number  3 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ....  18.07 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  166 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births  12.27 

Legit.  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legit.  Live  Births  12.98 

Illegit.  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegit.  Live 

Births  Nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1,000  Total  Live  Births)  12.27 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births)  12.27 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths,  and  Deaths 
under  1 week  combined,  per  1,000  Total  Live  . 


and  Still  Births  30.12 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths  Nil 

Deaths  169 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  15.60 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  adjusted  by  Comp. 

Factor  10.92 


POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  TABLE  FOR  THE 
BOROUGH  SINCE  1950 


Year 

Population 

{Regist.  Gen.  Estimate) 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

1950 

10,270 

149 

152 

1951 

10,200 

167 

187 

1952 

10,170 

152 

143 

1953 

10,210 

146 

152 

1954 

10,300 

159 

148 

1955 

10,220 

136 

140 

1956 

10,200 

141 

168 

1957 

10,210 

174 

139 

1958 

10,340 

146 

138 

1959 

10,460 

156 

157 

1960 

10,510 

174 

156 

1961 

10,600 

146 

168 

1962 

10,820 

161 

138 

1963 

10,820 

176 

163 

1964 

10,820 

161 

168 

1965 

10,830 

163 

169 
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BIRTHS 


During  the  year  there  were  163  live  births,  which  was  2 more 


than  occurred  during  1964. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  75 

19 

154 

Illegitimate 4 

5 

9 

— 

— 

— 

79 

84 

163 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

15.05 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  adjusted  by  Comp, 

Fact 

17.00 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

18.1 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

0.28 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

18.07 

DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Borough  residents  during  the 


year  was  169,  as  compared  with  168  in  1964. 

Males  Females  Total 

80  89  169 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  15.60 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  adjusted  by  Comp. 

Factor  10.92 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 1 1.5 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Causes  of  Death  : — 

Males  Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis — Other  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  — Stomach 

3 

1 

4 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

1 

6 

„ „ Breast 

— 

6 

6 

„ „ Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

— 

2 

2 

Neoplasms  

10 

8 

18 

Diabetes  

1 

— 

1 

V ascular  Lesions  of  N ervous  System  .... 

5 

22 

27 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  

20 

8 

28 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

4 

6 

Other  Heart  Disease  

10 

20 

30 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  

12 

6 

18 

Pneumonia  

1 

4 

5 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases.... 

2 

2 

4 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

80 

1 

89 

1 

169 

DEATHS  OCCURRED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  AGE-GROUPS 


Under  1 year  2 

35-44  years 

....  3 

1-  4 years  - 

45-54  years 

....  6 

5-14  years  - 

55-64  years 

....  25 

1 5-24  years  - 

65-74  years 

....  45 

25-34  years  - 

Over  75  years  .... 

....  88 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 

This  represents  the  number 
under  the  age  of  4 weeks  : — 

of  deaths  occurring  in 

infants 

Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

1 1 

2 

Illegitimate  

.... 

- 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Total  live  Births  .... 

12.27 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

During  the  year,  two  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
They  were  a male,  aged  1 5 minutes,  the  cause  of  death  being  placental 
insufficiency  ; postmaturity  ; and  a female,  aged  9 hours,  the 


cause  of  death  being  prematurity. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  

- 

— 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births  .... 

12.27 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  deaths  occurred  of  women  in  childbirth. 

CANCER  DEATHS 

There  were  36  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  two 

more 

than  in  1964. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Stomach  

3 

1 

4 

Lungs  and  Bronchus 

5 

1 

6 

Breast  

- 

6 

6 

Uterus  

- 

2 

2 

Other  

10 

8 

18 

18 

18 

36 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND 

BRONCHUS 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1950  

- 

- 

- 

1951  

2 

- 

2 

1952  

— 

- 

- 

1953  

2 

- 

2 

1954  

3 

2 

5 

1955  

2 

- 

2 

1956  

3 

- 

3 

1957  

1 

- 

1 

1958  

2 

- 

2 

1959  

4 

— 

4 

1960  

3 

1 

4 

1961  

5 

- 

5 

1962  

5 

- 

5 

1963  

6 

- 

6 

1964  

7 

- 

7 

1965  

5 

1 

6 

Cancer  in  the  lung  in  males  decreased  from  7 in  1964  to  5 in 
1965,  but  in  females  increased  from  nil  in  1964  to  1 in  1965. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  1965,  arranged  in  age  groups  : — 


AGE  GROUPS 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm. 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

i _ 

1+ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 _ 

2+  

- 

2 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

3+ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 - 

4+ 

- 

3 

- 

- 

_ 

5—9 

1 

2 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10—14 

- 

- i 

- 

_ 

_ 

i 

15—19 

- 

1 1 

- 

1 

_ 

{ _ 

20—34 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

j 

35—44 

- 

- 

- 

1 

' _ 

45—64 

- 

^ 1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

65  and  over  .... 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  .... 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

- 

INCIDENCE  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  SINCE  1950 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 
of  Pulm.  T.B. 

Case  Rate  per 

1,000  Population 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

1950 

7 

0.68 

6 

0.58 

1951 

12 

1.17 

2 

0.20 

1952 

9 

0.88 

0 

Nil 

1953 

10 

0.98 

3 

0.29 

1954 

8 

0.78 

0 

Nil 

1955 

5 

0.49 

1 

0.10 

1956 

5 

0.49 

1 

0.10 

1957 

1 

0.10 

0 

Nil 

1958 

6 

0.58 

1 

0.10 

1959 

5 

0.48 

1 

0.10 

1960 

7 

0.67 

1 

0.10 

1961 

4 

0.38 

0 

Nil 

1962 

3 

0.28 

0 

Nil 

1963 

1 

0.09 

0 

Nil 

1964 

1 

0.09 

1 

0.09 

1965 

2 

0.18 

0 

Nil 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Borough  Tuberculosis 
Register  on  the  1st  January  and  31st  December  : 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

TOTAL 

1965 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F.  Total 

1st  January 

29  22  51 

3 5 8 

59 

31st  December 

28  22  50 

3 5 8 

58 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


GENERAL  COMMENTS 

The  year  opened  with  high  hopes  of  increased  activity  in  the  depart- 
ment  but  these  were  quickly  dashed  to  the  ground  with  the  resignation 
of  the  second  additional  public  health  inspector  who  left  local  government 
to  take  up  employment  in  industry  in  February.  In  April  we  were  sorry 
to  lose  the  services  of  Dr.  Thomas,  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
returned  to  private  practice.  Some  progress  was  made,  however,  with 
general  routine  duties,  mostly  in  the  field  of  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  inspections  but  even  in  this  section  effort  was  limited  by  staff 
shortage.  At  intervals  throughout  the  year  attempts  were  made  to  fill  the 
vacant  post  of  second  additional  public  health  inspector  without  success. 
A new  post,  that  of  authorised  meat  inspector,  was  created  and  the  filling 
of  this  post  in  April  provided  some  relief  in  the  ever  widening  field  of 
meat  inspection.  So  greatly  did  work  in  this  sphere  continue  to  grow,  as 
the  result  of  a further  increase  in  throughput  and  a conscientious  en- 
deavour to  implement  Part  II  of  Schedule  I of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regula- 
tions 1963,  that  it  was  found  increasingly  necessary  to  enlist  the  aid  of  local 
veterinary  practitioners.  As  in  local  government  so  in  the  veterinary 
profession,  shortage  of  officers  gave  rise  to  difficulties  on  occasion.  It 
occurs  to  me  that  some  serious  thinking  on  a national  scale  is  necessary 
if  meat  inspection  is  to  be  carried  out  as  it  should. 


HOUSING 

In  the  field  of  housing  the  Council’s  endeavours  were  crowned  with 
the  completion  of  a group  of  dwellings  for  elderly  people.  This  project 
consists  of  a number  of  one  bedroom  bungalows  and  houses  and  two 
blocks  of  flats  and  bedsitters  all  under  the  supervision  of  a warden  to  whose 
residence  each  unit  of  accommodation  is  linked  by  a call-bell  system. 
This  is  a very  worthwhile  development  fulfilling  in  part  a longfelt  need. 
The  need  still  exists  for  accommodation  of  this  type  and  it  is  hoped  that 
suitable  land  may  soon  be  found  for  the  building  of  more  accommoda- 
tion for  elderly  people.  A few  one  bedroom  bungalows  are  to  be  included 
in  proposals  to  build  East-the-Water  but  these  will  be  sited  on  top  of  the 
hill  near  the  existing  Barton  Tors  estate  some  half  to  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  town  centre.  The  big  problem  which  faces  the  Council 
is  one  of  finding  suitable  land  on  the  level. 

No  inspections  in  connection  with  Clearance  Area  Work  were 
undertaken  but  the  re-housing  of  occupants  from  Honestone  Street, 
Pimlico  and  Providence  Row  continued. 
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One  individial  unfit  house  was  closed  and  three  others  were 
demolished  by  the  owners. 

An  appeal  against  closure  of  one  other  house  was  lodged  with  the 
County  Court  but  had  not  been  determined  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Improvement  Grants 

Work  under  this  heading  is  summarized  as  follows  : — 


Discretionary  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  2 

Number  of  applications  approved  ....  2 

Estimated  value  of  work  approved  ....  £863 

Standard  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  9 

Number  of  applications  approved 7 

Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with  2 
Estimated  maximum  value  of  work 

approved  £1,240 


These  figures  speak  for  themselves.  The  small  interest  shown  by 
house  owners  in  previous  years  seems  to  be  getting  less  and  less  in  spite  of 
measures  adopted  locally  and  nationally  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
public  the  facilities  available  to  enable  their  homes  to  be  improved 
and  preserved  with  the  assistance  of  grants.  The  local  effort  at  advertising 
included  notices  in  local  papers  and  the  use  of  a mobile  display  van  by 
local  merchants  and  the  showing  of  the  film  “ Bronze  Horses  ” in  the  local 
cinema.  A circular  letter  also  has  been  sent  to  owners  of  properties  in  a 
terrace  or  street  which  includes  a house  or  houses  that  have  already 
been  improved  with  the  aid  of  a grant  drawing  attention  to  the  benefits 
to  be  obtained  using  the  improved  houses  as  examples  but  this  effort 
excited  no  interest. 

So  far  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  invoke  the  provisions  to  secure 
compulsory  improvement. 

RENT  ACT  1957 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  Act  permits  in  certain  circumstances 
an  increase  in  rent,  subject  to  the  tenant’s  right  to  object  by  the  service 
on  the  landlord  of  a notice  listing  defects  of  repair  which  he  considers 
should  be  remedied.  If  the  repairs  are  not  carried  out  or  an  undertaking 
to  carry  them  out  has  not  been  given,  the  tenant  may  apply  to  the  local 
authority  for  a certificate  of  disrepair. 

One  such  application  was  received  during  the  year  and  a certificate 
of  disrepair  was  issued. 

No  application  has  been  received  for  cancellation  of  the  certificate. 
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HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

It  is  known  that  a number  of  the  larger  type  houses  in  the  town 
have  been  let  off  in  flats  and  are  occupied  by  two  or  more,  possibly  up  to 
five,  families.  From  information  available  this  type  of  accommodation 
presents  no  great  problem.  Instances  usually  have  come  to  notice  by  way 
of  an  application  from  an  occupant  for  a council  house  and,  as  a general 
rule,  it  has  been  found  that  the  amenities  available  are  reasonable.  Only 
in  a few  cases  was  the  accommodation  found  to  be  unsuitable  to  the 
particular  occupant  who  has  eventually  found  other  accommodation 
for  himself  or  has  been  provided  with  council  accommodation. 

HOUSING  OF  KEY  WORKERS 

Implementation  of  the  Council’s  policy  of  making  available  housing 
accommodation  to  enable  newly  established  industries  in  the  town  to 
attract  key  workers  continued  and  twelve  such  orkers  were  housed 
during  the  year. 

Houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  were  : — 

(a)  By  the  Borough  Council 23  houses 

„ „ 7 flats 

„ „ 10  bedsitters. 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  17  houses 

Total  57 


Applicants  on  housing  list  at  end  of  1964  81 

Applicants  added  to  list  during  1965  86 

Total  167 


Applicants  housed  by  transfers  and  new 

tenancies  83 

Applicants  removed  from  the  list  having 
obtained  private  accommodation  or 
left  the  district  25 

108 

Number  of  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  year  ....  59 
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DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Dwellings  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  203 

Revisits  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  296 

Miscellaneous  under  Public  Health  Acts  104 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  2 

Dwellings  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  68 

Revisits  made  under  Housing  Acts  17 

Miscellaneous  under  Housing  Acts 9 

Overcrowding  5 

Housing  Acts  (Discretionary  Grants)  18 

Housing  Acts  (Discretionary  Grants) — Revisits  31 

Housing  Acts  (Standard  Grants)  25 

Housing  Acts  (Standard  Grants) — Revisits 14 

Council  Houses  (including  investigation  of  Council  House  applications)  ....  196 

Meat  Inspections  502 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 1 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  58 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises — Revisits 25 

Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  22 

Inspection  of  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 1 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  16 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  58 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 — Revisits  28 

Factories  Act  3 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957  1 

Pet  Animals  Act  1 

Water  Samples  taken  (Chemical)  2 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 8 

Petroleum  22 

Petroleum — Revisits  4 

Caravan  Sites 2 

Insect  Pests  2 

Drainage  67 

Drainage — Revisits  8 

Rodent  Control  9 

Rodent  Control — Revisits  7 

Mortuary  2 

Dustbins  1 

Miscellaneous 1 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  38 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  18 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  completed  12 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1 1 

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  5 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  17 

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Act,  1963  5 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  28 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  completed  26 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 1 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  6 

The  Chief  defects  that  have  been  dealt  with  are  : — 

Roofs  repaired 77 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  28 

Defective  Floors  repaired  or  renewed  12 
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Defective  Doors,  Locks,  etc.  repaired  or  renewed 210 

Defective  Windows  and  Sashcords  repaired  or  renewed 189 

Handrails  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Defective  Skirting  Boards  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Broken  Glass  replaced 10 

New  Draining  Boards  supplied  8 

Interior  Plaster  repaired  26 

Exterior  Plaster  repaired  10 

Defective  Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  32 

New  W.C.s  provided 17 

Defective  W.Cs.  Flushing  Cisterns,  Overflows  and  Seats  repaired  or  renewed  ....  207 

Defective  Eaves  Gutters,  Vent  Pipes  and  Down  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  32 

Choked  Drains  cleared  28 

Drains  repaired 15 

Drains,  gullies  etc.  cleansed 8 

New  Manholes  provided  3 

Defective  Sinks  or  Washbasins  repaired  or  renewed  17 

Defective  Cookers,  Firegrates  or  Stoves  repaired  or  renewed  325 

Defective  Electric  Fridges,  Washboilers,  Points  and  Switches  repaired  or 

renewed  117 

Defective  Gas  Cookers,  Boilers  or  Geysers  repaired  or  renewed  73 

Defective  Water  Supply,  Water  Tanks,  Taps  and  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  108 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  24 

New  Bathrooms  provided  11 

New  Hot  Water  Systems  installed  15 

New  Sinks  or  Wash  Basins  provided  21 

New  Foodstores  provided  8 

Dampness  remedied  26 

Rooms  re-decorated  38 

Accumulation  cleared 3 

Miscellaneous  items  including  Yards,  Footpaths,  Fences,  etc 142 

Ventilation  provided 5 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(/)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

13 

1 

2 

_ 



(«)  Factories  not  included  in  (/)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

84 

1 





(Hi)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

9 

Total 

106 

3 

— 

— 

16 


2.  Defects  Found. 
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Part  Vm  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  13^ 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
Premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 

Apparel — 
Making,  Etc. 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

RAINFALL 


The  Borough  Surveyor  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  of 
the  rainfall  recorded  at  Gammaton  and  Jennetts  for  the  year  1965. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May  . . 

June 

July  . . 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


immaton 

Jennetts 

5.79 

4.46 

0.05 

0.03 

3.09 

2.89 

2.33 

2.02 

2.02 

2.28 

3.09 

3.01 

5.25 

4.04 

3.60 

3.46 

4.64 

4.36 

1.40 

1.34 

5.92 

4.95 

8.81 

7.64 

45.99 

40.48 

Inches 

Inches 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  undertaking  went  over  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  on  1st 
April,  1965,  and  just  prior  to  the  hand-over  four  filters  had  their  media 
cleaned  and  replaced. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity 
throughout  the  year  and  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Information  provided  by  the  Board  shows  that  61  samples  of  treated 
water  and  2 of  raw  water  were  sent  for  examination.  Reports  from  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  on  all  samples  but  one  were  satisfactory. 

Following  the  taking  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample  Buckland  Road 
Reservoir  was  chlorinated  and  no  further  trouble  ensued. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  report  from  the  Devon  River  Authority  on  the  Kenwith  Valley 
Flooding  Scheme  was  received  and  considered  and  instructions  were 
given  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  grants  towards  the  cost  of  imple- 
menting it.  The  matter  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Consulting  Engineers  continued  investigations  regarding  the  best 
method  of  disposal  in  connection  with  the  Main  Drainage  Scheme. 
Contract  was  let  and  work  commenced  at  the  beginning  of  December, 
1965,  on  Phase  II  of  East-the -Water  Scheme.  Tenders  for  Phase  I of 
East-the- Water  scheme  were  received  in  mid  December  1965  and  referred 
to  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  for  report. 


INSECT  PESTS 

Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  from  infestations  during  the 
year.  Help  and  advice  was  given  to  rid  three  premises  of  ants  and  one  of 
wasps. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

All  complaints  of  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  have  continued  to  be 
investigated  with  the  help  of  members  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  outdoor 
staff  who  have  received  training  in  this  work.  It  has  not  been  found  possible 
however  to  undertake  any  systematic  routine  visits  but  where  premises  were 
visited  for  other  purposes  details  of  any  infestation  found  were  noted 
and  necessary  action  taken. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

The  number  of  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops  issued  during  the  year 
was  one. 
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RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 


No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  functions  of  the  Devon  County  Council  with  regard  to  licensing 
of  waste  food  boiling  plants  for  animal  feeding  have  been  delegated  to  this 
Council. 

The  importance  of  adequate  boiling  of  the  food  before  feeding  to 
animals  or  fowls  cannot  be  over-emphasised  as  it  is  considered  that 
failure  to  do  this  is  responsible  for  some  of  the  outbreaks  of  foot  and 
mouth  disease,  swine  fever  and  fowl  pest. 

There  are  two  licensed  plants  in  this  area. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

This  Act  requires  establishments  used  for  boarding  cats  or  dogs  to 
be  licensed  annually  by  the  local  authority. 

One  such  establishment  was  licensed  by  the  Council. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

The  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964,  came  into  operation  on  Ist 
April,  1965,  and  requires  all  scrap  metal  dealers  to  be  registered  with  the 
local  authority. 

Ten  dealers  were  registered  during  the  year. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

Registra- 

Total No.  of 

First 

tions  during 

Registered 

Inspections 

Premises 

1965 

Premises 

in  1965 

Offices  

....  4 

57 

13 

Retail  Shops  

....  9 

125 

29 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses....  — 

9 

— 

Catering  Establishments 

and 

Canteens  

....  2 

10 

2 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

....  — 

3 

— 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  during  the  year 
was  86. 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  Persons 
Employed 

Offices  

379 

Retail  Shops  

530 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

90 

Catering  Establishments 

95 

Canteens  

— 

Fuel  storage  depots  

’ 23 

Total  

1117 

Males  

508 

Females 

609 

Exemptions 

No  applications  for  exemption  regarding  space,  temperature, 
sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  have  been  received. 

Accidents 

The  Act  requires  that  the  enforcing  authority  be  notified  forthwith 
of  any  accident  occurring  on  the  premises  which 

{a)  causes  the  death  of  a person  employed  to  work  on  the  premises 
or 

{b)  disables  any  such  person  for  more  than  three  days. 

During  1965,  seven  accidents  were  notified  and  a tabulated  statement 
is  produced  giving  statistical  details.  Investigation  of  each  accident 
revealed  them  to  be  minor  in  character  and  no  action  was  necessary. 

Reported  Accidents,  1965 


Nature  of  Injury 


Primary  cause 

Sprains 

and 

Strains 

Injury 

Open 

Wounds 

and 

Surface 

Injury 

Bruising, 

Crushing 

and 

! Concussion 

Total 

Transport  

1 

1 

1 

Hand  Tools  

- 

1 

- 

1 

Falls  of  persons 

Stepping  on  or  striking 

- 

- 

1 

1 

against  object  or  person 
Handling  goods  (not 

1 

1 

otherwise  classifiable) 

1 i 

1 

- 

2 

Not  otherwise  specified 

- 

- 

1 

TOTAL  ....  i 

2 

3 

2 

7 
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Lighting 

In  Circular  L.A.9  (Supplement  No.  1)  local  authorities  were  asked  to 
report  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  requirements  to  provide  “ suitable 
and  sufficient  ” lighting,  and  during  the  month  of  December  a survey 
was  carried  out  with  a light  meter  to  determine  the  lighting  in  shops  and 
offices. 

The  general  impression  gained  of  standards  of  lighting  in  shops  and 
offices  was  that,  with  few  exceptions,  little  thought  is  given  to  lighting 
installations  and  in  many  premises  it  was  apparent  that  the  persons 
concerned  did  not  appreciate  that  lighting  conditions  were  unsatisfactory. 
Daylight  readings  taken  in  shops  and  offices  sited  in  some  of  the  narrow 
streets  of  the  town  showed  a general  lack  of  natural  lighting.  Many  such 
premises  rely  almost  exclusively  on  artificial  lighting  throughout  the  day, 
particularly  in  winter  months.  In  some  of  the  modern  self-service  shops, 
the  serving  areas  were  so  brightly  lit  artificially  that  for  working  purposes 
this  lighting  could  give  rise  to  visual  discomfort  due  to  glare.  Readings 
taken  in  passages,  on  staircases  and  on  landings  of  shops  and  offices 
showed  that  these  areas  were  generally  poorly  lit. 

In  the  absence  of  any  legal  standard,  no  specific  standard  has  been 
recommended,  but  it  is  hoped  that  as  a result  of  this  national  survey, 
the  Minister  will  make  regulations  defining  the  term  “ suitable  and 
sufficient  ” for  the  purpose  of  Section  8 of  the  Act. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Once  again  the  throughput  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir 
of  the  North  Devon  Meat  Limited  showed  a further  marked  increase  in 
numbers  reaching  a total  of  72,363  animals  and  of  these  98  Bullocks, 
68  Calves,  581  Sheep  and  145  Pigs  were  sent  to  the  abattoir  for  emergency 
slaughter. 

This  growth  in  business  began  to  give  rise  to  difficulties  associated 
with  considerable  overcrowding  in  slaughterhall  and  hanging  room 
and  although  additional  cold  storage  facilities  were  provided  there  was 
still  insufficient  room  for  either  slaughtering  and  meat  inspection  to 
proceed  in  reasonable  comfort  or  for  satisfactory  hanging  of  carcases. 
The  inadequacy  of  the  premises  to  cope  with  the  requirements  of  the 
business  was  appreciated  by  the  Company  who  had  begun  to  plan  for 
removal  of  their  activities  to  new  and  larger  premises. 

The  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  (the  embryo  form  of  tapeworm 
infesting  man)  was  found  to  be  0.42%  and  this  showed  a further  reduction 
on  previous  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infestation  detected  in 
animals  slaughtered  in  this  area  since  1952. 
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Year 

Throughput 
of  Cattle 

Carcases  affected  with 

C.  Bovis 

% of  throughput 
inspected 

affected  with  C.  Bovis 

1952 

1655 

81 

{part  year) 

4.89 

1953 

1886 

96 

5.09 

1954 

2270 

89 

3.90 

1955 

2677 

66  (+  1 Generalised) 

I 2.47 

1956 

3118 

94  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.01 

1957 

3466 

117  (+  1 Generalised) 

' 3.37 

1958 

3201 

105  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.28 

1959 

3219 

no 

3.42 

1960 

3970 

180 

4.53 

1961 

4835 

151  1 

3.12 

1962 

4781 

123  (+  1 Generalised) 

2.59 

1963 

4896 

72 

1.47 

1964 

5525 

47  1 

0.85 

1965 

7813 

33 

0.42 

STUNNING.  In  compliance  with  statutory  requirements,  all 
animals  that  are  killed  in  the  slaughterhouse  are  rendered  insensible  to 
pain  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated  instrument,  and  16  licences 
to  slaughter  animals  other  than  horses  were  issued  to  slaughtermen. 


The  following  Tables  give  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 

Table  A.  Gives  details  of  the  animals  killed  and  inspected  and  details 
of  condemnations  showing  percentages  of  the  carcases  affected, 
differentiating  between 

1 —  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

2 —  Tuberculosis  only. 

3 —  Cysticercosis. 

Table  B.  Shows  the  amount  of  “ Other  Foodstuffs  ” condemned  and 
reasons  for  condemnation. 
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TABLE  A 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  .... 

7482 

331 

154 

47930 

16466 

— 

Dressed  Carcases.... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

7482 

331 

154 

47930 

16466 

— 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned  

9 

36 

37 

336 

54 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3576 

184 

10 

5151 

1441 

■ ■ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysti- 
cerci   

47.91 

66.47 

30.52 

11.45 

9.08 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   









1 



Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 



1 





219 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.30 

1.34 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned 

33 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re- 
frigeration 

33 

- 

_ 



_ 

_ 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  num- 
bers inspected 
affected  with 
Cystic-Bo  vis  .... 

0.44 
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Foodstuffs  Condemned  Cause  of  Condemnation  Tons  cwts.  qrs.  i lbs.  j ozs. 
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22  Packets  of  Puff  Pastry  Failure  of  Refrigeration  Plant 

3 Packets  of  Cake  Failure  of  Refrigeration  Plant 


(a)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  this  area,  by  type  of  business  is  : — 


3 

17 


Bakehouses  

Butchers  Shops 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  including  Fish  Saloons  and 


Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
Confectioners 
Fishmongers 
Greengrocers 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  . . 
Market 


29 

26 

3 

20 

55 

1 


(b)  10  Premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  or  storage  of 
preserved  foods  ; 

52  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  one 
being  a wholesale  store  supplying  other  retailers. 

In  addition  there  is  one  registered  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  using  the 
cold  mix  method  of  manufacture. 

(c)  Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

(/)  tinned  foods  and  small  quantities  of  provisions  are  taken  by  the 
Council’s  cleansing  department  and  buried  at  the  bottom  of  the  refuse  tip  ; 

(//)  condemned  meat  from  butchers  shops  is  taken  to  the  slaughter- 
house where  it  is  collected  together  with  condemnations  from  the 
Slaughterhouse  by  a firm  who  has  given  an  undertaking  to  the  Council 
that  the  material  taken  will  be  reduced  to  fats  or  converted  to  fertilizers' 

(d)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

67  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises,  van  and  stalls. 
Improvements  were  secured  where  necessary. 

(e)  Samples 

Samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  with  the  following  results  : — {see  table 


overleaf) 
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Samples 


Producer 

Grade  I 

Grade  n 

! Grade  IQ 

Grade  IV 

Total 

A 

1 

- 

! 

- 

I 

B 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 1 

C 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

D 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

E 

1 

1 i 

- 

- 

2 I 

F 

2 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

3 I 

G 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 1 

1 

H 

1 1 

_ 1 

1 

- 

1 

I 

1 ’ 

- 

i 

- 

1 

J 

- 

- 

! 

- 

1 

In  the  three  cases  where  samples  fell  in  Grade  II  conditions  of  handling 
were  investigated  and  the  results  of  subsequent  samples  fell  in  Grade  I. 

Six  samples  of  clotted  cream  taken  from  three  retailers  in  the  pannier 
market  were  sent  for  analysis  and  the  report  in  each  case  was  “ no  patho- 
genic organisms  isolated.” 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Fifteen  purveyors  of  milk  are  registered  as  distributors,  one  of  these 
being  a large  concern  which  is  licensed  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
as  a pasteurising  establishment.  This  estabhshment,  in  addition  to  selling 
by  retail,  supplies  by  wholesale  all  but  two  of  the  remaining  distributors. 

There  are  four  premises  registered  as  a dairy. 


PETROLEUM  LICENCES 

One  new  licence  was  issued  during  the  year  covering  storage  of 
petroleum  mixtures,  bringing  the  total  of  licences  in  force  under  the  Pet- 
roleum (Consolidation)  Act  1928  to  38.  Total  quantities  stored  were 
65,060  gallons  of  petroleum  spirit  and  84  gallons  6 pints  of  petroleum 
mixtures. 

The  amount  of  fees  paid  to  the  Council  in  respect  of  the  above  licences 
was  £29  5s.  Od. 
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